THE  RUFUS   STONE

of his flight, followed by a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, was
regarded as proof of guilt.

William's younger brother, Henry, with rather suspicious
promptitude hastened to Winchester to seize the royal treasure,
what time the body of Rufus was brought there on a charcoal-
burner's cart. The next day, f attended by many of the nobility
but lamented by few ', Rufus was buried beneath the Tower of
the Cathedral. When some years later the Tower fell in ruins
on the tomb, it was attributed to the presence in the Cathedral
of one c who all his life had been profane and sensual and had
expired without the Christian viaticum *. William of Malmes-
bury, however, with surprising scepticism remarks that the
Tower might have fallen in any case through defective con-
struction. The oak tree where the King met his death was
railed round in Charles IFs reign and in the eighteenth century
the present stone was erected.

While the Rufus Stone commemorates the death of one of
the worst of the Norman Bangs, Beaulieu Abbey to the south-
east of the Forest commemorates one of the few good deeds of
another equally notorious King. In 1204 King John founded
the Monastery of St. Mary in * Bello loco Regis ' for monks of
Citeaux, endowing it handsomely with money, lands and gifts
of cattle and wine. But even this good deed was explained by
some as the fruits of repentance for previous ill-treatment of the
Cistercians. John is supposed to have summoned the Cister-
cian Abbots to Lincoln and then given orders to his horsemen
to ride them down. The soldiers refused to obey him and the
monks escaped. That night, John dreamt that he was arraigned
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